
 

 

 

TUNGASUVVINGAT INUIT CELEBRATES 35 YEARS IN ONTARIO 
 

March 10, 2022 

OTTAWA, ON – Tungasuvvingat Inuit (TI) is proud to share and celebrate the occasion of our 35th 
anniversary today.  It started with a vision to build a support system for the growing population of Inuit 
migrating to Ottawa in Ontario.  What grew was an organization that has become a staple of the urban 
Inuit community in Ontario that employs more than 100 staff, provides essential programs and services, 
and has become family to the thousands of Inuit across Ontario.   

In 1987, with 1.5 employees, a small budget and a mandate, TI sprang to life in those humble 
beginnings.  35 years later, Tungasuvvingat Inuit (TI) is a provincial leader in providing nearly thirty 
highly integrated Inuit-specific programs and services for an urban Inuit population in Ontario that has 
blossomed to multiple thousands.  

The original plan in the mid-eighties was put forward to create an Inuit-specific space and provide social 
supports for Inuit residing in the Ottawa area that would: 

● Provide vocational and employment advice. 
● Provide personal financial management information and counselling. 
● To assist with family and person difficulties. 
● To set up community and recreational programs. 
● To combat addiction to alcohol and drugs. 
● To assist Inuit generally in adjusting to the southern urban culture. 

On March 10th, 1987, TI received confirmation from the Minister of Consumer and Corporate Affairs 
through the Canada Corporations Act that approved and recognized Tungasuvvingat Inuit as a registered 
corporation.  The first directors of the new corporation were Martha Greig, Paul Sammurtok and Lynda 
M. Gunn.    

TI president, Kaajuk Kablalik stated, “In reflecting on the 35th anniversary of Tungasuvvingat Inuit I think 
of how TI has grown alongside the community. I think of all the people who have dedicated their time 
and efforts to the betterment of Inuit in Ontario. The many volunteers and staff who have come before 
us, some who are still with us and others who have passed on, who envisioned a place where Inuit felt 
welcomed to just be Inuk, to be understood and feel a sense of community and connection. When I 
think of all the time, tears, joy, and love that has gone into building our organization into what it is 
today, I am so grateful. TI started out as a small group, who saw a need and organized at the grassroots 
level. They advocated for the community and laid the groundwork for the organization we have today. 
Our history shows our values in action. Inuuqatigiitsiarniq, tunnganarniq, pijitsirniq, and ikajuqtigiinniq. 
These are not just a defined list of core values, it's who we are. It's our wisdom, passed down from the 

http://www.tiontario.ca/


sivuliurtiit, that has sustained us since time immemorial. I am excited for the next 35 years of work for 
TI. I am excited to watch other Inuit grassroots organizations on their journeys. I am excited by Inuit 
youth and their voices that are shaping our future. We have so much work to do but I also know that if 
we stay true to the teachings of our Elders, we will continue to grow and thrive alongside the 
community we serve." 

The Inuit-specific front-line programs and services are delivered by a staff of more than 100 and range 
from food security, housing and homelessness, culture, education, employment services, to residential 
substance-use treatment, youth programming, childcare services, Elders programming and more.  

Executive Director, Amanda Kilabuk proudly added, “As more Inuit continue to move south, it is 
important that organizations, like TI, provide Inuit-specific programs and services that support urban 
Inuit.  We are extremely proud of where we are today, designing and delivering programming but also 
advocating at local, provincial, and national tables.  We encourage and support the development of 
urban Inuit initiatives across Canada.” 

To honour the occasion, during the week of March 14th to 18th, TI will host games and contests on our 
social media pages open to urban Inuit and award 35 prizes throughout the week.  Later this year, 
celebrations are planned that will include community celebrations and a large community BBQ. 

Today, TI is considered a home away from home for urban Inuit.  TI operates four unique building 
locations in Ottawa with the head office at 1071 Richmond Road and additional satellite operations 
around the GTA.  TI is a registered non-profit and offers tax deductible receipts for all donations. 
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For more information contact, Joël Lamoureux, Manager, Communications 

 613.299.4684 - jlamoureux@tiontario.ca 

Tungasuvvingat Inuit is the only Inuit-specific service organization of its kind in Canada offering 20+ highly 
integrated, front-line programs and services to urban Inuit in Ontario. Tungasuvvingat Inuit is a one-stop resource 
centre to meet the rapidly growing, complex, and evolving needs of Inuit in Ontario and is recognized as a leading 

advocate for urban Inuit and is prominent within the framework of national Inuit organizations 
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